
Paperwhite Bulbs
Growing in Water  

Choose a Container:
Use a watertight container or glassware that 
is at least 4 inches deep.

Prepare the Base:
Fill the container with 2-3 inches of pebbles 
or stones.

Place the Bulbs:
Nestle the paperwhite bulbs into the stones, 
making sure they are stable. Add just enough 
water to barely touch the bottom of the bulbs.

Care:
Place your arrangement in bright, indirect 
light. Once the roots start to develop, check 
the water level every few days and refill as 
needed.

Growing in Soil   

Bloom Time:
In about 4-6 weeks, your paperwhites 
will bloom. The flowers will last about 2 
weeks.

The Vodka Trick (Optional):
To prevent paperwhites grown in water 
from growing too tall and flopping, you 
can try the “Vodka Trick.”

Wait until the roots and green stems begin 
to grow (about 1 week).
Replace the water with a solution of 1 part 
vodka (or any hard liquor) to 7 parts water. 
Continue using this solution to keep their 
growth in check.

Choose a Planter:
Select a planter with a drainage hole.

Plant the Bulbs:
Fill the planter with potting mix. Nestle the 
bulbs into the soil, leaving only the “shoul-
ders” of the bulbs exposed.

Watering:
Water the soil until it is lightly moist. Place 
the planter in bright, indirect light and water 
every 3-4 days as needed.

Bloom Time:
Just like in water, your paperwhites will 
bloom in 4-6 weeks and the flowers will 
last about 2 weeks.

Prevent Flopping:
Paperwhites can grow tall and flop over. 
Use decorative stakes and twine to sup-
port them, or place the planter in a 
slightly cooler location to stunt their 
height.


